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A curated collection of outstanding books in
English and in Hindi for children and young adults
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is a carefully curated collection of
outstanding books in English and Hindi, for children and young
adults, published in a given year. An initiative of the Tata Trusts,
PHL comprises of noteworthy books of the year with annotation
about each title. It is put together through multiple reviews and
careful screening by an independent jury.

Recognizing limited credible channels for readers to discover good books published
for children, Parag instituted the Parag Honour Listin 2019. It is a first-of-its-kind
effort in India, where the aim is not to ‘award’ selected books, but to promote access
to a comprehensive, curated list of good-quality children’s literature that librarians,
teachers, parents and children can refer to while selecting books for their libraries
and making reading choices. PHL was first published in January 2020, highlighting
original titles in English and Hindi. In 2023, quality translations of selected titles were
included as part of the annotations. Parag Honour List 2024 is the list’s 5th edition.
Over the last five years, the Parag Honour List has received 1,230 submissions from
78 publishers. Of these, 225 original titles in Fiction, Non-Fiction and Poetry have
been featured on the list.

PHL attempts to address a key gap in the Indian children’s literature sector. Great
care is taken in the selection of books through a year-long process. A dedicated jury
of experts is constituted for English and Hindi at the beginning of the year. The jury
members review the books submitted by the publishers through the next 8 months,
and arrive at a shortlist. They then meet for a deliberation and finalization of the
Honour Listin both languages. The list is then launched and disseminated through
various channels to schools, publishers, sector experts, bookstores, government
bodies and readers at large. Every year, after the honour list is announced, a call for
applications is sent out to under-resourced school and community libraries, who can
avail the PHL Book Box — making curated list of books in language of their choice,
strengthen their collection. So far, 689 libraries have thus been able to add the most



outstanding books of the year to their collection. 19 books from the list have been
translated into multiple languages including Hindi, Marathi, Kannada and Telugu,
with Parag's support, thereby making curated books widely available in new
languages. Parag also disseminates the featured titles through children’s literature
festivals, by featuring the list in print media, social media, magazines and engaging
with educators by suggesting extension activities to bring the books alive to children.

The Parag Honour List is the result of detailed consultations with and inputs

from sector experts and friends of Parag. We gratefully acknowledge participating
publishers who submit their entries with complimentary copies each year.

For Parag, this presents a welcome opportunity to study the newly published
children’s literature in the country. This is a collective effort, and we hope that

the larger ecosystem of publishers, library educators, creators, schools, parents
and readers can come together to make good quality children’s literature
accessible to all children.
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Behind the Lie

Publisher Pratham Books
Author Asha Nehemiah
Illustrator Aindri Chakraborty
PHL Year 2020

| Didn't Understand

Publisher Tulika Publishers
Author Mini Shrinivasan
Illustrator Shubham Lakhera
PHL Year 2020

Lila's Loose Tooth

Publisher Tulika Publishers
Author Mamta Nainy
Illustrator Habib Ali

PHL Year 2020

Machher Jhol

Publisher Pickle Yolk
Author Richa Jha
Illustrator Sumanta Dey
PHL Year 2020

Nani's Walk to the Park

Publisher Pratham Books
Author Deepa Balsavar
Illustrator Deepa Balsavar
PHL Year 2020

Pishi and Me

Publisher Pratham Books
Author Timira Gupta
Illustrator Rajiv Eipe

PHL Year 2020



Snip

Publisher Pratham Books
Author Canato Jimo
Illustrator Canato Jimo
PHL Year 2020

WELCOME TO
THE FOREST

Welcome to the Forest

Publisher Pratham Books
Author Bhavna Menon
Illustrator Kavita Singh Kale
PHL Year 2020

The Runaway Peacock

Publisher Tulika Publishers
Author Niyatee Sharma
Illustrator Shailja Jain Chougule
PHL Year 2020

A Saree for Ammi

Publisher Tulika Publishers
Author Mamta Nainy
Illustrator Sandhya Prabhat
PHL Year 2021

The Village with the Long
Name

Publisher Children's Book Trust
Author Asha Nehemiah
Illustrator Suvidha Mistry

PHL Year 2020

Ammachi's Incredible
Investigation

Publisher Pratham Books
Author Vinayak Varma
Illustrator Rajiv Eipe

PHL Year 2021



Bombay Ducks, Bombay
Docks

Publisher Pratham Books
Author Fleur D'Souza
Illustrator Kripa

PHL Year 2021
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The Miracle on Sunderbaag
Street

Publisher Kalpavriksh
Author Nandita Da Cunha
Illustrator Priya Kuriyan
PHL Year 2021

Tail Tale

Publisher Tara Books

Author Anushka Ravishankar
Illustrator Tushar Vayeda, Mayur
Vayeda

PHL Year 2021
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Animal Alphabet

Publisher Tulika Publishers
Author Manjula Padmanabhan
Illustrator Manjula Padmanabhan
PHL Year 2022

ig The L?fg: Code

The Laddoo Code

Publisher Pratham Books
Author Saksham Arora
Illustrator Saksham Arora
PHL Year 2021

Asamo, is that you?

Publisher Pratham Books
Author Canato Jimo, Ogin Nayam
Illustrator Canato Jimo, Ogin
Nayam

PHL Year 2022



How | Feel

Publisher Pratham Books
Author Varsha Seshan
Illustrator Gitanjali lyer
PHL Year 2022

Our World, Humari Duniya

Publisher Jugnoo Prakashan
(Ektara)

Author Sandhya Rao
Illustrator Proiti Roy

PHL Year 2022

: . Ikry's
'g_ ’--h' First Day ﬁ

# of Schosl

Ikru's First Day of School

Publisher Pratham Books
Author Sunaina Coelho
Illustrator Sunaina Coelho
PHL Year 2022

Sometimes Mama, Sometimes
Papa

Publisher Puffin Books, an imprint
of Penguin Random House India
Author Nandini Nayar

Illustrator Upamanyu
Bhattacharya

PHL Year 2022

Jamlo Walks

Publisher Puffin Books, an imprint
of Penguin Random House India
Author Samina Mishra

Illustrator Tarique Aziz

PHL Year 2022

THE GRAND
B CHaPATI COMTEST §

The Grand Chapati Contest

Publisher Duckbill, an imprint of
Penguin Random House India
Author Asha Nehemiah
Illustrator Chetan Sharma

PHL Year 2022






THIS IS WHERE
WE LIVE

This is Where We Live

Publisher Pratham Books
Author Manjari Chakravarti
Illustrator Manjari Chakravarti
PHL Year 2022

Tiger, Tiger Where Are You?

Publisher Pratham Books
Author Mujahid Khan
Illustrator Manjari Chakravarti
PHL Year 2022

When Adil Speaks, Words
Dance

Publisher Puffin Books, an imprint
of Penguin Random House India
Author Lavanya Karthik
Illustrator Lavanya Karthik

PHL Year 2022

Who's Next?

Publisher Eklavya
Author Mini Shrinivasan
Illustrator Priya Kuriyan
PHL Year 2022

Beauty is Missing

Publisher Pratham Books
Author Priya Kuriyan
Illustrator Priya Kuriyan
PHL Year 2023

Dugga

Publisher Pratham Books
Author Rajiv Eipe
Illustrator Rajiv Eipe

PHL Year 2023



Jokhu and the Big Scare

Publisher Tulika Publishers
Author Priyadarshini Gogoi
Illustrator Debasmita Dasgupta
PHL Year 2023

When a Forest Wakes Up

Publisher Pratham Books
Author Sudarshan Shaw
Illustrator Sudarshan Shaw
PHL Year 2023

My Street

Publisher Pratham Books
Author Sadaf Siddique
Illustrator Habib Ali

PHL Year 2023

Buffalo Baby

Publisher Big Beetle Books
Author Nandita

Illustrator Charbak Dipta
PHL Year 2024

The Theatre of Ghosts

Publisher Pratham Books
Author Pankaj Saikia
Illustrator Pankaj Saikia
PHL Year 2023

D
 LARAKTA EARTILE.
Tasbrationi by Frigs Laiigak

Cyrus the Whyrus

Publisher Duckbill, an imprint of
Penguin Random House India
Author Lavanya Karthik
Illustrator Priya Kuriyan

PHL Year 2024
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Hello, Sun!

Publisher Pratham Books
Author Rajiv Eipe
Illustrator Rajiv Eipe

PHL Year 2024

What Do We Name This Dog?

g Mt e e Bt g

What Do We Name This Dog?

Publisher Tulika Publishers
Author Menaka Raman
Illustrator Proiti Roy

PHL Year 2024

Listen to Appa

Publisher Eklavya

Author Asha Nehemiah
Illustrator Shubhshree Mathur
PHL Year 2024

When We Are Home

Publisher Pratham Books
Author Priyadarshini Gogoi
Illustrator Pankaj Saikia
PHL Year 2024

Our Library

Publisher Pratham Books
Author Raviraj Shetty
Illustrator Deepa Balsavar
PHL Year 2024
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Anna's Extraordinary
Experiments with Weather

Publisher Pratham Books
Author Nandita Jeyaraj
Illustrator Priya Kuriyan
PHL Year 2020

Critters Around Our Homes

Publisher Kalpavriksh
Author Sanjay Sondhi
Illustrator Sushama Durve
PHL Year 2020

ZA_K_[R and his tahla
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The Poop Book

Publisher Kalpavriksh

Author Sujatha Padmanabhan,
Tejaswini Apte-Rahm
Illustrator Priya Kuriyan

PHL Year 2020

Tine and the Faraway
Mountain

Publisher Pratham Books
Author Shikha Tripathi
Illustrator Ogin Nayam
PHL Year 2020

Zakir and his Tabla: Dha Dhin
Na

Publisher Tulika Publishers
Author Sandhya Rao
Illustrator Priya Kuriyan
PHL Year 2021
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Who's afraid of 2? Not Me! & gt ugrs aia afq gaT

Publisher HarperCollins Children's TeR12MeR 7T TR, FhdRT Teh12Nh Qohaledd
Books S@h Yoo daes wam gefta
Author Lubaina Bandukwala R=riere Wiy A e Hir Ngena
Illustrator Allen Shaw dig=ree ad 2020 dig=gs a¥ 2020
PHL Year 2023
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Adventures of the
Humongoose Family

Publisher Tulika Publishers
Author Zai Whitaker
Illustrator Niloufer Wadia
PHL Year 2020

The
FOURTH
FRIEND

Fourth Friend

Publisher National Book Trust
Author Manoj Das

Illustrator Sisir Datta

PHL Year 2020

Ghost Stories/Adventure
Stories

Publisher HarperCollins Children's
Books

Author Various Authors
Illustrator Shamika Chaves

PHL Year 2020

Owlet Not Out!

Publisher Talking Cub, an imprint
of Speaking Tiger

Author Ranjit Lal

PHL Year 2020

Friends Behind Walls

Publisher Puffin Books, an imprint
of Penguin Random House India
Author Harshikaa Udasi
Illustrator Krishna Bala Shenoi
PHL Year 2021

Mini's Questions

Publisher HarperCollins Children's
Books

Author Nandini Nayar

Illustrator Isha Nagar

PHL Year 2021
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Who's There? Paati Vs UNCLE Pinkoo Shergill Pastry Chef
Publisher Duckbill, an imprint of Publisher Puffin Books, an imprint Publisher Scholastic India
Penguin Random House India of Penguin Random House India Author Vibha Batra

Author Hansda Sowvendra Author Meera Ganapathi Illustrator Shamika Chaves
Shekhar Illustrator Parmita Mukherjee PHL Year 2023

Illustrator Anupama Ajinkya Apte PHL Year 2023

PHL Year 2021
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Reva and Prisha Afoand| Biji's in the Kitchen

Publisher Scholastic India Publisher Pratham Books Publisher Duckbill, an imprint of
Author Shals Mahajan Author Canato Jimo Penguin Random House India
Illustrator Lavanya Karthik Illustrator Canato Jimo Author Natasha Sharma

PHL Year 2023 PHL Year 2024 Illustrator Sonal Gupta

PHL Year 2024



Lights Out

Publisher Karadi Tales
Author Vibha Batra
Illustrator Sahitya Rani
PHL Year 2024
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Grace

Publisher Pratham Books
Author Sayantan Datta
Illustrator Priya Dali

PHL Year 2024

UeRITER Teheled
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e st & =R
digeraa af 2021

LAVANY 4 EAKLI,

The Girl Who Loved Words:
Mahasweta Devi

Publisher Duckbill, an imprint of
Penguin Random House India
Author Lavanya Karthik
Illustrator Lavanya Karthik

PHL Year 2024
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We Hope: Children on Climate
Change

Publisher Pratham Books
Author Writings by Children
Illustrator Multiple illustrators
PHL Year 2024




-
(0 4
-
w
o
(a1




| Am So Much More

Publisher HarperCollins Children's
Books

Author Divya Thomas

Illustrator Ruchi Shah

PHL Year 2023

A Hatful of Dragons

Publisher HarperCollins Children's

Books

Author Vikram Madan
Illustrator Vikram Madan

PHL Year 2024
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A Dozen and a 1/2 Stories Pops! The Wind on Haunted Hill
Publisher Rupa Publications Publisher Duckbill, an imprint of Publisher Puffin Books, an imprint
Author Arthy Muthanna Singh, Penguin Random House India of Penguin Random House India
Mamta Nainy Author Balaji Venkataramanan Author Ruskin Bond

Illustrator Mistunee Chowdhury Illustrator Twiggy Illustrator Jit Chowdhury

PHL Year 2020 PHL Year 2020 PHL Year 2020
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My Daddy and the Well Nadya The Piano: Story of a
Friendship
Publisher Duckbill, an imprint of Publisher Scholastic India
Penguin Random House India Author Debasmita Dasgupta Publisher Duckbill, an imprint of
Author Jerry Pinto Illustrator Debasmita Dasgupta Penguin Random House India
Illustrator Lavanya Naidu PHL Year 2021 Author Nandita Basu
PHL Year 2021 Illustrator Nandita Basu

PHL Year 2021



COMING
__HOME

Coming Home

Publisher Karadi Tales (In
Partnership with PARI)
Author Priti David
Illustrator Tanvi Parulkar
PHL Year 2022

My Name is Gulab

Publisher Tulika Publishers
Author Sagar Kolwankar
Illustrator Sagar Kolwankar
PHL Year 2022

Home

Publisher Pratham Books
Author Fausto Aarya De Santis
Illustrator Ogin Nayam

PHL Year 2022

NONONSENSE
NANDHINI

s B

No Nonsense Nandhini

Publisher Karadi Tales

(In Partnership with PARI)
Author Aparna Kathikeyan
Illustrator Tanvi Parulkar
PHL Year 2022

Kashmir! Kashmir!

Publisher Scholastic India
Author Deepa Agarwal
PHL Year 2022

Noon Chai and a Story

Publisher Tulika Publishers
Author Adithi Rao
Illustrator Ghazal Qadri
PHL Year 2022



That Night

Publisher Pratham Books
Author Bijal Vachharajani
Illustrator Shrujana Niranjani
Shridhar

PHL Year 2022

Grandfather's Tiger Tales

Publisher Talking Cub, an imprint
of Speaking Tiger

Author Anjana Basu

Illustrator Aaryama Somayaji
PHL Year 2023

MONSTER

Monster Folktales from
South Asia

Publisher HarperCollins Children's
Books

Author Musharraf Ali Faroogi
Illustrator Michelle Faroogqi

PHL Year 2023

Pedru and the Big Boom

Publisher Kalpavriksh
Author Nandita da Cunha
Illustrator Niharika Shenoy
PHL Year 2023

History Hunters:
Chandragupta Maurya

and the Greek Onslaught
Publisher Hachette India
Author Shruti Garodia, Archana
Garodia Gupta

Illustrator Priya Kuriyan

PHL Year 2023
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Bipathu and a Very Big Dream

Publisher Puffin Books, an imprint
of Penguin Random House India
Author Anita Nair

Illustrator Parmita Mukherjee
PHL Year 2024



Maithili and the Minotaur:
Forest of Forgotten Fears

Publisher Puffin Books, an imprint
of Penguin Random House India
Author C.G. Salamander
Illustrator Rajiv Eipe

PHL Year 2024






IWT AT &

TR Yhaed

S@d b & A
i o ae
digags af 2020

arg oft uga §

TRTTeh ST UehIH, ShdRT
w@d I aed

fAsrierT S

tigage af 2023

feegdt &1 T=

TRTAR I, USRI, FhRT
A@F Hehe

fsriers vmfa getemoft
digags a¥ 2020

FIIHIR 1 U3
TeRI2TeR 7T TR, ShdRT
wEe gaTd

=i wfaan &g s
digags a¥ 2024

TeRT2Ieh ST, UehTR, FehdRT
@ o R g
Rstier= qroieft g
tioager a¥ 2021



NON-
FICTION




hub

10 Indian Animals You May
Never See Again in the Wild

Publisher Duckbill, an imprint of
Penguin Random House India
Author Ranjit Lal

PHL Year 2020

Girl Power!

Publisher Scholastic India
Author Neha J Hiranandani
Illustrator Niloufer Wadia
PHL Year 2021

People and Wildlife

Publisher Kalpavriksh
Author Multiple Authors
Illustrator Nayantara
Surendranath

PHL Year 2020

The Swan Car of Nabha and
other Unusual Stories from
History

Publisher HarperCollins Children's
Books

Author Live History India
Illustrator Anitha Balachandran
PHL Year 2021

Walking is a Way of Knowing

Publisher Tara Books

Author Madhuri Ramesh, Manish
Chandi

Illustrator Matthew Frame

PHL Year 2020

Have Jell mes
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Have You Met the Parsis?

Publisher Puffin Books, an imprint
of Penguin Random House India
Author Anastasia Damani
Illustrator Anastasia Damani

PHL Year 2022



Hop On: My Adventures on
Boats, Trains and Planes

Publisher Talking Cub, an imprint
of Speaking Tiger

Author Ruskin Bond

Illustrator Samrat Halder

PHL Year 2022

The Grass Seeker

Publisher Pratham Books
Author Uddalak Gupta
Photographer Ruhani Kaur
PHL Year 2022

Nature Society Series-
Maharashtra, Odisha,
Lakshadweep and Rajasthan
Publisher Eklavya

Author Yemuna Sunny

Illustrator Trripurari Singh, Kanak

Shashi
PHL Year 2022

THN MCENT WAL O

T AN W PN ART
EVERCWaL

The Secret World of Mehlli
Gobhai: The Man Who Found
Art Everywhere

Publisher Pratham Books

Author Jerry Pinto

Illustrator Kripa

PHL Year 2022

LAy KARRIN

The Boy Who Played with
Light: Satyajit Ray

Publisher Duckbill, an imprint of
Penguin Random House India
Author Lavanya Karthik
Illustrator Lavanya Karthik

PHL Year 2022

Abanindranath's House of
Stories

Publisher Artlst and KNMA
Author Likla Lall

Illustrator Eva Sanchez Gomes
PHL Year 2023
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COCKROACH!

%QEEEH&;{ g SHOREWALK

Chitty: A Dog and Eeks! | Saw a Cockroach! Shorewalk
Her Forest Farm
Publisher Puffin Books, an imprint Publisher Tulika Publishers

Publisher Kalpavriksh of Penguin Random House India Author Yuvan Aves
Author Serow Author Arthy Muthanna Singh, Photographer Yuvan Aves
Illustrator Rajiv Eipe Mamta Nainy PHL Year 2023
PHL Year 2023 Illustrator Charulata Mukherjee

PHL Year 2023

\ 0
HOW TO KEACH
. g MARS AND OTHER
- WAPOSSIBLE

/ JHINGS
Tthiger o Ay
of the 3

= _ .+ River

The Plant Whisperer The Tiger of the River How to Reach Mars and
Other Impossible Things
Publisher Pratham Books Publisher Talking Cub, an imprint
Author Sayantan Datta of Speaking Tiger Publisher Puffin Books, an imprint
Illustrator Bhavya Kumar Author Adrian Pinder of Penguin Random House India
PHL Year 2023 Illustrator Maya Ramaswamy Author Menaka Raman
PHL Year 2023 Illustrator Rajiv Eipe

PHL Year 2024



Lady Tarzan: Jamuna Takes
a Stand

Publisher Jugnoo Prakashan
(Ektara)

Author Lavanya Karthik
Illustrator Rajiv Eipe

PHL Year 2024

Ehisr Chisrmg ol

Civepy Crotols

The Harmony of Bees and
Other Charms of Creepy
Crawlies

Publisher Talking Cub, an imprint
of Speaking Tiger

Author Ranjit Lal

Illustrator Kavita Singh Kale

PHL Year 2024

Who Clicked That Pic?

Publisher Jugnoo Prakashan
(Ektara)

Author Nandita da Cunha
Illustrator Priya Kuriyan
PHL Year 2024
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A Cloud Called Bhura

Publisher Talking Cub, an imprint
of Speaking Tiger

Author Bijal Vachharajani
Illustrator Aindri C.

PHL Year 2020

Steals a Bicyele
andl ather stories

Mother Steals a Bicycle

Publisher Tara Books
Author Selai Selvam, Shruti
Buddhavarapu

Illustrator Tejubehan

PHL Year 2020

Al of Me

Publisher HarperCollins Children's
Books

Author Venita Coelho

Illustrator HarperCollins
Publishers India

PHL Year 2020

Saving the Dalai Lama's
Cranes

Publisher Kalpavriksh
Author Neeraj Vagholikar
Illustrator Niloufer Wadia
PHL Year 2020

[lﬁﬁ‘l.il:m #

P

Karma Fights a Monster

Publisher Duckbill, an imprint of
Penguin Random House India
Author Evan Purcell

PHL Year 2020

Strange Worlds! Strange
Times!

Publisher Talking Cub, an imprint
of Speaking Tiger

Author Multiple Authors
Illustrator Vinayak Varma

PHL Year 2020
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JForbidden
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Twice Upon a Time Year of the Weeds Journey to the Forbidden City
Publisher Puffin Books, an imprint Publisher Duckbill, an imprint of Publisher Puffin Books, an imprint
of Penguin Random House India Penguin Random House India of Penguin Random House India
Author Payal Kapadia Author Siddhartha Sarma Author Deepa Agarwal

Illustrator Sandhya Prabhat PHL Year 2020 Illustrator Meghna Menon

PHL Year 2020 PHL Year 2021

N |
£ Shibal Bhartiya o

Queen of Earth Bena's Summer Strong as Fire, Fierce as Flame
Publisher Duckbill, an imprint of Publisher HarperCollins Children's Publisher Scholastic India

Penguin Random House India Books Author Supriya Kelkar

Author Devika Rangachari Author Shibal Bhartiya PHL Year 2022

PHL Year 2021 PHL Year 2022




The Blue Horse and Other
Amazing Animals from Indian
History

Publisher Hachette India

Author Nandini Sengupta
Illustrator Damini Gupta

PHL Year 2022

Online Encounters and More:
12 Teenage Stories

Publisher Children's Book Trust
Author Multiple Authors
Illustrator Ajanta Guhathakurta
PHL Year 2023

The Teenage Diary of
Abbakka: The Warrior Queen
of South India

Publisher Talking Cub, an imprint
of Speaking Tiger

Author Kavitha Mandana

PHL Year 2022

The Enchanted Cottage

Publisher HarperCollins Children's
Books

Author Ruskin Bond

Illustrator Sucharita Sengupta Suri
PHL Year 2023

Misfit Madhu

Publisher Puffin Books, an imprint
of Penguin Random House India
Author Divya Anand

Illustrator Vedushi Sinha

PHL Year 2023

WHEN
BLACKBIRDS

*

FLY
>~

HANNAH LALHLANPUI

When Blackbirds Fly

Publisher Duckbill, an imprint of
Penguin Random House India
Author Hannah Lalhlanpuii
Illustrator Canato Jimo

PHL Year 2023



When | met the Mama Bear: A
Forest Guard's Story

Publisher Talking Cub, an imprint
of Speaking Tiger

Author Prerna Singh Bindra
Illustrator Maya Ramaswamy
PHL Year 2023

HANDITA ERASU

Starry Starry Night

Publisher Duckbill, an imprint of
Penguin Random House India
Author Nandita Basu

Illustrator Nandita Basu

PHL Year 2024

Boom Boom

Publisher Tulika Publishers
Author Prema Revathi
Illustrator Anthoni Guruz
PHL Year 2024

sdeea s,

The Henna Start-up

Publisher Duckbill, an imprint of
Penguin Random House India
Author Andaleeb Wajid

PHL Year 2024

= LOST IN
TRANSLATION

mliT
HIROI

Lostin Translation

Publisher Karadi Tales (In
Partnership with PARI)
Author Jyoti Shinoli
Illustrator Tanvi Parulkar
PHL Year 2024

AWM M
AHAM MINW

Zen

Publisher Duckbill, an imprint of
Penguin Random House India
Author Shabnam Minwalla

PHL Year 2024
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A Week along the Ganga

Publisher Eklavya

Author Bharati Jagannathan
Illustrator Bharati Jagannathan,
Harish Dhawan, Medha Grover
Photographer Ishita Debnath
Biswas

PHL Year 2020
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WITH DIGNITY

SOMBK GHOSHAL

10 Indian Heroes Who Help
People Live with Dignity

Publisher Duckbill, an imprint of
Penguin Random House India
Author Somak Ghoshal

PHL Year 2022

CANDID TALES
- MDWAONA MOTORETCLE

Candid Tales: Indiaon a
Motorcycle

Publisher HarperCollins Children's
Books

Author Adithi Rao

Illustrator Ruchi Shah

PHL Year 2021

A erm

A Germ of an Idea

Publisher Eklavya

Author Charudatta Navare
Illustrator Reshma Barve
PHL Year 2022

Unearthed: An Environmental
History of Independent India

Publisher Puffin Books, an imprint
of Penguin Random House India
Author Meghaa Gupta

Illustrator Aditi Shastry

PHL Year 2021

R A iant hoastm s S

Gods, Giants and the
Geography of India

Publisher Hachette India
Author Nalini Ramachandran
Illustrator Sharanya Kunnath
PHL Year 2022
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i

How to be a Writer

Publisher HarperCollins Children's
Books

Author Ruskin Bond

Illustrator Harper Collins

PHL Year 2022
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HEGHAR GUPTA

After Midnight: A History of
Independent India

Publisher Puffin Books, an imprint
of Penguin Random House India
Author Meghaa Gupta

Illustrator Sayan Mukherjee

PHL Year 2023

PosTt 0y
Engumi®

Tn Lives im Lotiars

Postbox Kashmir: Two Lives in
Letters

Publisher Duckbill, an imprint of
Penguin Random House India
Author Divya Arya

PHL Year 2022

India's Freedom Story

Publisher HarperCollins Children's
Books

Author Ira Saxena, Nilima Sinha
Illustrator Arun Pottirayil

PHL Year 2023

Queen of Fire

Publisher Duckbill, an imprint of
Penguin Random House India
Author Devika Rangachari

PHL Year 2022

Philosophy for Children

Publisher Jugnoo Prakashan
(Ektara)

Author Sundar Sarukkai
Illustrator Priya Kuriyan
PHL Year 2023



ne PEOPLES: o

Tipu, Sultan of the Siwaliks Jamini Roy's Unbroken Lines The People of the Indus
Publisher Talking Cub, an imprint Publisher Artlst and KNMA Publisher Penguin Random House
of Speaking Tiger Author Vinitha India
Author Amritharaj Christy Williams  Illustrator Tanvi Bhat Author Nikhil Gulati with Jonathan
PHL Year 2023 PHL Year 2024 Mark Kenoyer

Illustrator Nikhil Gulati

PHL Year 2024

Unknown Heroes of India's
Freedom Struggle

Publisher Tulika Publishers
Author P. Sainath

Illustrator Multiple illustrators
PHL Year 2024
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FIRST

KATHA BOOK

bk g

First Katha Book of Haiku,
Senryu, Tanka and Haibun

Publisher Katha

Author Multiple Poets
Illustrator Surabhi Singh
PHL Year 2021
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In the Land Where Beetles
Rule

Publisher Pratham Books
Author Suniti Namjoshi
Illustrator Krishna Bala Shenoi
PHL Year 2023
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Tanya Majmudar, Kalpavriksh

"A few years ago, we launched a children’s book program centered on environmental
themes. Many of our titles gained recognition on PHL 2020, bolstering our visibility
3s a publisher and attracting authors and illustrators. This early success was quite
encouraging. Future editions of the list have also featured our books, playing a
significant role in broadening our audience and fostering collaborations. PHL has
also been a good way for us to learn about new and quality books in the market."

ATcATaehT 4, TR T TR Yghex

"H geh SR 3R &R Ugdher & 1 S IR U1 gtar & Y fRierent i gt ft g
UTSRIYEIeh oh 36-M1¢ TR SiTd! 8, 3R I8 3 udl 8l It urar foh 3R fohg azg <t
foRdTsl IueTey €, I8 hd A, SR I oh a1 fohd ag & |ren | faereral deh iR
3R foe ot Tg =T chl hifA §R ATl B @1 & Arfeh fA&fent ehl Hehferd fehrel fAer
T gfaem gt, 3R I udT gt foh 9 axg i fohdTel SR UhTiRId i ST 36! 81 39 av@
Y =i B11, 39k SIRY fRAgren! ¥ JSAT 3R UTSeh! el Yeh THETT THMHT Igd HTITh
&1 S oh 1Y R o g T AT oh folg 39 it o 3119 U g1 aTet SiaeH! 3R
I # fgTIERT @1 Gk Igd 6! UHsg 31g¥d 8l FehdT 61"

Kripa, Author and Illustrator

"Recently, | visited a community library in Umrer Nagar, Nagpur, where | spotted

my books featured in the PHL. It brings me far more happiness to find my books in
libraries, schools and book festivals than at airport shops. The outreach that Parag
has been able to create for our books is unparalleled, reaching many reading spaces
across the country. There is also a feedback loop through Parag's library work, where
| get to know how children and educators are using these books. This strengthens my
work as writer/ illustrator. It is a joy to be featured on the list."



Thejaswi Shivanand, Library Educator

"The idea of children's librarians is changing. Their role is shifting from being
custodian of books and administrators to being educators. As educators, librarians
have to understand children's engagement with reading and curate their collection
in a way that enables a wide- ranging educational and emotional experience. It is
important to know what books will be 'good' for children, and not just 'appropriate’.
The Parag Honour List supports this shiftin roles by providing a headstart. With an
already curated list, library educators have an opportunity to understand what it
means to have a diverse set of collection, and learn curatorial skills. The list of good
books does not end with PHL. In fact, it is an initiation of looking beyond the list for
more wonderful books."

geige foamg, et

"W IR TR YRd & STg1 3iisit foharel ol Sk shrtht ==l §, S o forg f&dY &t
feraTant uR 3t arcreita 8 gidll, ST sl 48T & - Jgd YT & ITh! | T8 H Ueh
TR forke a1 g SR -1 e QXY foharart ot <t o g & T, it arehs |
T o fg 3t &, fond) ATesit & fIU Ten ST dhetaRM 1 Gehdll @, S 2
TeT-&3- el IR SR forke ag +ft a1e feardt gt & ot a=ai o forq sr<edt fohdTef
&7 H TR 94 381 81 Ig 370U 3779 H Yeh AgAYUl TG 81"

Prachi Kalra, Associate Professor

“My journey with PHL in the past few years has been extremely rewarding. It has added
so much to my own reading, and has brought home to me that children's literarature in
India is becoming richer. There are now more and more people who are making books

for children on a variety of subjects, and also about different kinds of children and
childhood. That has been very interesting to see. More than anything, it has made
me realize that good children's books are for everyone."



Ny

7

parag

AN INITIATIVE OF
TATA TRUSTS

Parag Initiative of Tata Trusts is driven by a belief in the transformative power of reading.
Parag is working to ensure that children across India can appreciate and enjoy reading,
especially in diverse languages. Parag’s three-pronged model for sourcing, publishing
and disseminating children’s literature has catalysed the children’s literature, reading
and literacy ecosystem towards encouraging joyful reading among children and youth.

TTeT TRd 1 IR 3FAfRAfea uen i aeaaert Aifert & fayma @dr 81 WRIT 98 8% §va uaTd
AT ITedT & O T st & o v st & ST a1er gifgc Suesd 8t 9dh | uRET ifE,
TR SR TAR & I @ st 3iR fheiRY ol dgd<i Tfesy Iuetst ehrdT g1

Visit us Follow us

www.paragreads.in @ /Paraganinitiativeof TataTrusts
@ /ParagReads

Contact us /ParagReads

paragreads@tatatrusts.org
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